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SEIAPI calls for nominations

for sub-committees

The SEIAPI Executive Committee successfully organised its first annual
conference in March 2026, launched its initial strategic plan in July, saw the

opening of the SEIAPI-supported Pacific Sustainable Energy Training Centre
in Suva last month.

SEPTEMBER 2026

SEIAPI plans to improve service to members and this requires active member-led

participation with at least one of our new sub-committees, each chaired by a member
of the Executive Committee. A call for nomination was made in September these are

the resulting chairperson and members for each sub-commitee:

1

2

3

4

5

Technical Standards and Guidelaines Sub-committee

Chair: Sandip Kumar

Members: Holland Sikou, Clayton Eigenmann and Pawan Kumar

Accreditation and Training Sub-committee

Chair: Sandip Kumar

Members: Shaneel Prakash, Slade Riirimae and Pawan Kumar

External Engagement and Advocacy Sub-committee

Chair: Eddy May

Members: Harry Chami, Nishant Pratap, Zaeen Khan and Peter Johnston

Sustainable and Emerging Technologies Sub-committee

Chair: Peter Johnston

Members: Holland Sikou, Craig Armstrong, Slade Riirimae, Clayton Eigenmann,
Mohammed Suhail Shah and Pawan Kumar

Finance and Member Services Sub-committee

Chair: Rob Edwards

Members: Harry Chami, Zaeen Khan and Bruce Clay

Each sub-committees works within a specific strategic area so we can monitor

implementation of the plan. An Administration and Communications Manager position

has been advertised to support the sub-committees as required. More importantly, this

person will help extend outreach to a wider audience, creating social media content

on the use of sustainable energy technologies in the Pacific region.

Solar Inspection training for Solomon Power

Solomon Power Staff inspecting one of their systems

SEIAPI's Executive Officer, Geoff Stapleton, was deployed by the
Asian Development Bank (ADB) to Honiara, Solomon Islands, to

conduct a five-day inspection training course for Solomon Power
from Monday 7 to Friday 11 September 2026.

Twelve Solomon Power staff participated, including project managers,

regulatory personnel and engineers. The practical component included

onsite inspections of two systems at t the the Solomon Power head office,
and two grid-connected PV systems at Henderson Field, with capacities

of 2 MW and 1 MW respectively.

ADB contracted Global Sustainable Energy Solutions Pty Ltd (GSES)

to deliver two training courses for Solomon Power:

Inspection of Grid-Connected Solar Photovoltaic (PV) and Battery
Energy Storage Systems (BESS); and

Operation and Maintenance of Grid-Connected Solar PV and BESS.

The training was successful and provided participants with practical knowledge and experience
in the inspection of grid-connected solar PV systems. While the classrooom component covered

relevant standards and inspection requirements for BESS, the limited deployment of BESS systems

in the Solomon Islands meant that participants had limited opportunities to undertake practical

BESS inspections.

An issue identified during the training was limited access by participants to the Australian Standards (AS) and New Zealand
Standards (NZS) referenced in the training materials and inspection checklists. Access to these standards is important to enable

personnel to apply the inspection requirements consistently in their ongoing work.

Strengthening SEIAPI Partnerships in Solomon Islands

Although the training was undertaken through GSES, Geoff also met

with Solomon Islands-based members of the SEIAPI Executive

Committee, Slade Riirimae (Green Technology) and Holland Sikou

(Superfly).

Geoff also met with Solomon Pita, Director of TAFE at Solomon

Islands National University (SINU TAFE), together with trainers
Samuel Kwaogaa and Eddie Pwaiouou Tony Nori. Discussions

focused on the potential signing of a Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU) between SEIAPI and SINU TAFE, as well as

opportunities for SEIAPI to support SINU TAFE in having its solar

training programmes, along with other relevant courses,

reaccredited through the Solomon Islands Tertiary Education

and Skills Authority (SITESA).

These discussions provided an important opportunity to strengthen

collaboration between SEIAPI and training institutions in Solomon

Islands and to support the development of locally available,

industry-relevant renewable energy skills.
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